The Passing of Palmerston
Then came the presentation before the Geneva tribunal of the American case and the English counter-case. On 15th June the arbitrators had no sooner assembled at Geneva than they unanimously declared against even entertaining the Indirect claims. Historical manuals, universally accessible, render it unnecessary to pursue the transaction In all its details and results.
Sir Horace Rumbold, of whose despatches from his embassy at St Petersburg something has already-been said, complained in print a few years ago, of Foreign Office ignorance on Lord Granville's second Secretaryship of State. The incoming Foreign Minister, it was said, on the eve of the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-1, declared the European horizon to be without a cloud. The true facts are these. When, after Clarendon's retirement, 6th July 1870, Granville took over the department, he had an interview with Permanent Under-Secretary Hammond, who remarked that, with the exception of the recent murders of Englishmen at Marathon by Greek brigands, then the subject of diplomatic communications with Athens, he knew nothing likely to engage seriously the incoming minister. As a fact, however, Granville, better informed than the permanent official, not only was already aware of the impending danger between France and Germany, but was actually in communication with our ambassador in Paris, Lord Lyons, In the hope of preventing hostilities. The exact line of English diplomacy after the war had begun is all which It concerns us here to follow. The notion, popular in Prussia, of France being the English favourite, increased the difficulty of the communications between Berlin and London. Bismarck himself had
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